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THE VISIBLE JOY OF JESUS

Ken Taylor is a Christian scholar who wrote the bestselling paraphrase of the Bible called the Living Bible. He tells a story
about afriend of hiswho served as a missionary in avery restrictive country. For many years the government of this country
had taught the people that there is no God.

Taylor says, "My friend had the opportunity to interact on aregular basis with a nonbeliever of that country who is ahighly
educated professional. After developing a friendship with the professional, my friend had the opportunity to share the gospel
story with him. "The man said, "What you have told me cannot be true. If it weretrue, it is such good news that

someone would have told this to me before."

The Christmas season presents an excellent opportunity for Christians to be warmly open with others about the great joy
concerning the birth of Jesus Christ. Especially since most Americans celebrate Christmas in one form or another thereisa
natural opening to share. Our responsibility is not to make them respond but just to share the great joy God has given to us.

To be able to move beyond the routine of the hustle and bustle of the holiday season we must first of al be intentional about
discovering the true joy of Christmas for ourselves. We need to fully immerse ourselvesin this great truth: "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who ever believesin him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John
3:16)

The Good News of Christmasisthat God gave you and everyone else the gift of Jesus Christ!

God gave to you the greatest and most costly gift He could give. He gave you His one and only Son. This gift is the one we all
need most. We need a Savior! Jesus saves us from the penalty of our sins, and offers us rescue from our harmful self-
centeredness. Jesus is God in human flesh. He did not by-pass the difficulties and suffering of life. He had to go through the
ordeal of birth, of being turned out to be born among the animals, and the frightening ordeal of hisfamily having to flee for
their lives to save their baby from the murderous King Herod.

Jesus grew up to be gossiped about, misunderstood, and rejected by family, friends, and nation. The people He came to save
betrayed and rejected Him so that He was tortured and put to death in a brutal manner. All of this He did to be your eternal
Savior. Thisiswhy the angels called the salvation story, "Good News of great joy that will be for al people." (Luke 2:10)

Thisissuch great and wonderful news that it must not be kept to ourselves. That is like having the cure for cancer and telling
no one of the secret medical miracle since they might laugh at you or not believe you. It isworth the risk to tell others.

| want to encourage you to take every day during the season of Advent to read the Good News of great joy which isfor you and
for all people. Asyou are daily immersed in the advent (coming) of Jesus you will have the great joy springing up from your
own heart. It will be difficult to hide it from others.

Y ou could read just a paragraph a day (moreif you like) from the first two chapters of Luke and Matthew 1:18 — 2:23.
Ask God for insight into how thisis Good News for you and the world. Thank the Lord for the truth He shows you in the
passage. Ask God to give you the joy of salvation so that it pours out of you to others.

Joy and boldness are two important signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit filling a person. If you do not have these
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two characteristics then pray for them to be released by the Holy Spirit in you as you surrender control of every aspect of your
lifeto God.

Then when people ask you during this holiday season, "How are you?' something very different can happen. Right on the tip of
your tongue will be an answer of great joy. You might say, "Excited, as | think about the birth of Jesus.” Put it in your own
words and let it bereal. It is okay to be happy in the Lord and to show it. Let God deal with the person’s response to the seed of
Good News.
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Please spread the Word by forwarding this e-mail to friends and family. m

If you're not signed up to receive the Daily Scripture Message

and would like to be, then click on this link https.//app.quicksizzle.com/survey.aspx?sfid=19175,
or copy and paste the link to the URL address line of your favorite web browser. Sign-up is also
available on our web site: SRBClife.orqg.
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